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ig2i] EDUCATIONAL WRITINGS SS5 

A study to determine the location of a communal building. — Workers in the 
field of education are becoming more and more impressed with the utter lack 
of the use of intelligent methods for determining the proper location of school 
buildings. This state of affairs applies not only to education but to other 
fields of community activity as well. One can find in every large city buildings 
intended for community centers which are limited in their service and in 
many cases idle by reason of their original inept location. The constant 
shifting of centers of population consequent upon the rapid growth and expan- 
sion of American communities has brought to the attention of progressive 
minds the value of providing for the future needs of the population through 
city planning. An expression of this policy is to be found in a recent mono- 
graph' representing an attempt to apply scientific method to the determination 
of the location of a Jewish communal building in the city of Boston. 

The purpose of the study represented in this monograph is to determine 
the location of a Jewish communal building so that maximum use of the 
building would be assured for at least twenty-five to thirty years. Since this 
span of years is the approximate life of the modern school building the method 
described in the study should be of interest to administrative officers in the 
field of education. The study is a part of a doctorate dissertation being 
prepared under, the direction of Dr. Paul Hanus, professor of educational 
administration in Harvard University. 

The study attempts to answer four questions, namely, "(i) What is the 
trend of general population ? (2) What is the trend of Jewish population ? 

(3) In what section of the city is the growth in population most marked? 

(4) What is the probable growth of the Jewish population in that section during 
the next ten years?" (p. 10). 

The method of attacking these problems was twofold. First, "personal 
interviews were held with private individuals, corporations, boards, and 
commissions in possession of experience or tested information pertaining to 
the problem in hand." Second, "intensive statistical studies were made 
of the entire city and of that section of the city toward which the trend of 
Jewish population was marked" (p. 10). Under the first head fourteen groups 
in all were consulted, while the second portion of the study involved the analysis 
of seven groups of statistics such as the census figures for 1910, 1915, and 1920; 
the school population in Roger Wolcott School District; the growth of housing 
facihties in Ward 21; the traffic growth on the Boston Elevated; and the 
analysis of "police Usts" for population growth in the "circular area." It 
is interesting to note that these studies tended to corroborate and check one 
another, thus assuring greater validity to the conclusions drawn from the 
investigation. One can well agree with the author when he says, "If the 
monograph serves only to stimulate interest in a carefully planned communal 
life, it wiU more than have served its mission and will more than repay the 
efforts spent upon its production" (p. 5). 

' Ben Rosen, The Trend of Jewish Population in Boston. Boston: The Fed- 
erated Jewish Charities, 1921. Pp.28. $0.75. 



